

Important Notes


Reading Comprehension Assessments


Common Core has raised the bar on reading comprehension skills. As a result, we continually increase our assessment expectations to prepare the kids for third grade. We are about to increase the difficulty once again. 





The tests will be getting longer and the students will need to write their responses on their own (no partially written paragraphs anymore). 





Once again, I expect to see scores drop significantly and then rise slowly. Don’t be alarmed.





Snacks & Water Bottles


I encourage you to send a healthy snack for your child since lunch is so late (12:10). Remember, snacks must be low-sugar. Sugar, in any form, should not be one of the first three ingredients.





Every student also needs his or her own water bottle.
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Activity & Discussion Ideas


Activities:


Look for shapes in the world around us. Ask students how many sides and vertices (corners) shapes have. 


We are learning about measurement. If you have a ruler, have your student measure items around the house.


Read together every day!


Math Facts


Homework will start looking a little different this month. The homework will be more tailored to your child’s needs. I anticipate that some students will begin receiving subtraction practice this month or next month. 





Month at a Glance


Reading:


Our comprehension study continues with author’s purpose and main idea. For phonics, we are working through more ways to spell long vowels sounds – o (o, oa, ow, oe), e (e, ee, ea, ie, y, ey, e_e ), u (u, ew, ue)


Math:


We are working with shapes and measuring things in both centimeters and inches.


Writing:


We are moving into opinion writing this month. In the past, this has been many of my students’ favorite genre.


Social Studies


We are learning about government and why we need laws. If we have time, we will also begin looking at geography.


Science


We are starting our plants and habitat unit this month. Ask your child about our fish and beetles late next week.












